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The pastry of Mrs, Browning receives no improve
in the axcitement of
ment by, secking lis of this volume, which

devoted to panegyric on Louis Napoleon, dif-
:.‘:j,"'m. very bad prose too—in the
of ita: y. None of her previous writings
make such 8 profuss expenditare of obscare and in.
flated shetoric, or exhibit so little of the earnest tender-
pess of feeling, and the sweet felicitios of phrase, which
characterize the mobler productions of ber genins.
Much must be forgiven to intensity of conviction and
emotion, in view of svents which take their coloring
fom tie imagination of the post, rather than from the
pagacity of & cool observer; bat she has here run riot in
the indulgence of artistic lawleseness, in & manner
which must tempt the patience of her eincerest ad-
mirers, while it furnishes a source of triumph to those
who make ber racy originality an occasion of dis-
ewent. What earthly or heavenly motive can
be found for clothig in the semblance of verse such
dreary prosaie platitudes as the following, whioh need
only to bé shorn of capital letters to lose every trace of
poetical construction 1
The thinkers stood aside to Jet the nation act. Some
hated the naw-constituted fact of om],;‘n, sa pride
treading on their pride. Some quailed, lost what was
in the past should itsell in that Draidie
on this green now. beqinse

e y at

open hen to which they had looked in vain
’f::m “;'Hof'mmnlio’;l rain were closed
In brass; mmplmbomnngqmthng:x_mld
Dot come;j and some wero silent, doubting all things

m
for that popular conviction—evermore Emperor.

Or thess:
. He will not m-gg;mr boast of hirawgn'tfy1 &neednﬂ

.muhuh&' H man most if snch should spesl
of his own; nor he aot, on her side, from mo;.’ievu
baser, indeed, than & man of a noble pride can avow
for himself at need; never, for lucre, or laursls, or cus-
tom, though such shounld De rife, aJaptin.g the smaller
morals 10 measnre the larger fifo. He, thongh the
merchants e, and the soldiers are eager for
strife, finds not his country in quarrels only to find her
in trade—while still he accords her such honor as never
to fiinoh for ber eake where men put service ni;gn her,
found heavy to undertake and scarcely like to ruld:
beh"mu nation may sct unselfishly—shiver a lance
{82 the t of her sons may, in fact), and not for s
osuee of finance.

The following is certainly in a higher strain, wiih a
touch of the author's accustomed vigr:

But Italy, my Ltaly,
T
ve an !
Or is it another m.ﬁmﬁ
Like the rest we have dreamed go loug 7
And shull it, must it be,
That after the battle-cloud has broken
She will die off again
Like the rain,
Or like a poet's
Buog ol her, sad at the end
Becanse her nume is Italy—
Die and count no friend
It is true—may it be spoken
That ehe who has lain so still,
With & wound iu ber breast,
And & flower in her hand
Ard a grave-stone under her head,
Whilte “NZ vation ut will
Beside ber has dared to stand
And flout her with pity aud scorp,
Baying, ““She i at reat,
Bhe is él‘.r. ahe in dand,
And, lenving room in her stead
To Us who are later born,
g‘l.nl?nis l‘r:’iﬂul; b:;ii:l
ying, ** Alas, & falr,
Very fair, but dead,
Aud eo we have room for the raes.”
—LCan it be true, be true,
That she lives anew ?
That she rises up st the shout of her cons,
At the trampet of Franoce,
And lives anew '—ia it true
That she has not moved in a trance,
As ip Foriy-eight !
When her eyes wers troubled with blood
Till ebe knew not friend from foe,
Till ber hand wns canght in & strait
Of her cerement and baffled so
From doing the deed she would;
Aud her weak foot stombled soross
The grave of a king,
And aown she dropt at heavy losa,
And we gloomily covered her fass and said,
“ We have dreamed the thing;
Bhe is not alive, bus dead.”

The 1ebuke, which Mrs. Browuing has felt hersalf
ealled upon to admivister to this country, loses much of
ts ethical effect from the strange conceiis, both of
thought aud expression, with which so mavy of ita
stanzas are ficfiyured.
A CURSE FOR A NATION.
PROLOGUE,

I beard an angel speak last night,
And be said, ** Write !

Write a Nation's cures for me,

Aud seud it over the Westarn Sea.”

1 faltered, takiog up the word:
“ Not o, my lord!
If curses must be, chooss another
To send thy curse against wy brother.

* For I nm bound by gratitade,
By love and biood,
Ta brothers of mine across the sea,
Who streteh out kindly handa to me.”

“ Therefore,” the vo'ce eaid, ““shalt thoun write
My curse to-night.
Frem the snmwits of Jove a curse ia driven,
As lightping is from the tops of Heaven "

" Not #o,” I scawered, ‘“Evermore
y heart is sore
Far my uwi luna’s sius: for little feet
Of chiidren bleeding aloug the street:

‘ For parked-up honors that gainsay
Toe gt of way:
For alwegi+ ing throvgh a door that is
Not open evough for two friends to kisa:

“ For love of freedom which abates
Bejond the Straita:
For patriot virtae etarved t» vics on
Be!f-pralee, salf-'ntereat, aud suspicion:

“ For an oligarchic Parliament,
bribee well meant.
What curse to snother land

When heavy-souled for the sins of mine 1

“ Therafore,” the voice sald, ** shalt thou write
My curse to-night.,
Becanse thon hust strengts to see and hate
A foul thing dove within thy gate.”
“ Not se,” I answered onoe again,
g carse, choose mon.
¥or I, a woman, bave only known
How the heart melts and the tears run down."”
« Therefore,” the voice said, **shalt thou write
My curee to-night.
Some wowmen weep and curse, I say,
(And po one marvels,) night and day.

o halt take their
B o T
A curse from the of womanhood
Is very salt, and , and good.”

B 1 wrote, and mourned indeed,
hw'wwau-ume.
And thus, as was enjoined on me,
1 send it over the Western Bea.
THE CURSE.
L
hiave broken your own chain
ot n&'ﬂﬁ“ B o Noslows ight,
Yot
on ‘hu ﬁhunhnd
15 the curss, Write,
hmum‘mugm
Of Freedom's foremont
x oulm footing ull the
Thia is the curss. Write,
?‘““’“‘*ﬂ%
the carve. _ Wette:
.

‘When wise men give you their
They sl hzl o bent of e G
As X
o boast {our own charters kept trae,
‘e shufl blush; for the thing which ye do
Derides what ye are,
Write.
Wken fools cast taunts at your y
Your scorn ye shall somewhat m
As yo look o'er the wal
For yow conscience, tradition and name
Explode with a deadlier blame
the worst of tham all.
This is the curse. Write.

go. w&:mvor “ijhgwin mlhal.l be done,
0 t your sun
Beride the il-doers !
And recofl from clenching the curse
Of God's witnessing Universe
With aenrse of yours.
This is the curss, Write.

We seldom see a more striking specimen than is pre-
sented in the above frantic outcries of * the contortions
of the Sibyl without her inspiration.”
—_—
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LITERARY.
———
—Dr. Charlee Mackay is engagedina work that
will be interestin 2 to all lovers of poetry. Itisa com-

plete ccllection of * The Jucobite Minatrelsy of Scot-
lund, " and will be issued by Measrs. Griffin & Co. of
London snd Glasgow. The Ettrick Shepherd’s
" Jacobite Relics of Scotluzd” has grown to be among
the scarcest of modern books, though published in
181921, apd $30 was lately paid in this eity for n copy
of 1he two volumes, Svo., so that the fisld is open for a
clussicnd beok on these gennine ontponrings of loyalty
srd paticpality, which are free from the snepicios of
moderm “ literary cockery,” that seema gathering
arcund the older bullad favorites of the Scottish Muse,
—Drof. H. B. Smith, of the Union Theological Sem-
inary, w ‘' Tables of Ecclesiastical History" have
met with go favorable a reception, has ready for pabli-
estion & *“ Memoir of the late Anson G. Phelpa, seq.,"
of New-Yoik, whoee carcer of usefuluess and Christian
benevolence was brought to a closs by hia premsature
death at an early age. It is embellished by a fine steel
portrait, and is 1o be published by C. Beribuer.

—Prof. Brugsch of Berlin has just bronght out the
third portion of his work on the ‘' Gieographical In-
seriptions on Ancient Egyptian Monuments," ecllected
during & scientific exploration, under the patronage of
the Prussinn Government, Iu bis peculiar live of
study, “ The Enchorial, or Dematic Paleography of
Egypt,” Prof. Brogeoh is equally emivent with Lepsiua,
or Champollion, who hes cultiva‘ed more expressly
the hieroglyphic, or sacred churacter and dialect.

—~Wiliiam Howitt's new novel “The Mun of the
People,” though meeting with suocess ia England is

probably too local in its character to be reprinted. It
describes the career of a young man of liberal tenden-
cies, in the dark days of Cuslercagh and Bidmouth,
and introduces freely on the scene the political ce-
lebrities of George the Fourth's reign; tha hero is
saved from & somewhat trugical end by bis sudden ac-
cersion to fortune and station after the orthodox man-
ner 50 frequent in novels aud so mre in real life.

—Thke romera respecting Mr. Thackeray's evgage-
mens ¢n & bistorical work connected with the Angus-
tan sge of Queen Anve, gather force nnd consistency
from their sgreement with his fuvorite line of mndy,
snd ihe desite he expressad when in this country to
produce 8 standard woik of this character, if ever he
shuold be removed from the nesessity of supplying the
intatinhile demands of tte periodicsl press  There is no
chance that g0 practiced a writer will challenge compe-
dition by & direet continustion of & work like Macan-
tuy's History, uod tbe book will amquestionsbly
#ppest in su indey endent shape.

—~Two cauncen ure st work to render the presenmt
Spriug eesren | 1tle memorahle us a publishing etn.  In
America the political sgitation consequent on the ap-
preaching Presideutial election is so absorbing that
prudent publishers reserve their enterprise for a time
when the #till voics of Literature hus a better chance
to be beard; apd in England the impending wbo'ition
of paper duty in July next natarally postpones all
larye ondertakings to that period; o that, beyond the
carrent supply of fiction and light literature for dsily
nee, the presses of both countries are nearly inactive.

—Among the books to be expected from ubroad, are
“ A History of the Game of Chees, from the Earliest
Period to the Present Time,"” by Duncan Forbes, esq.,
& distinguiehed Oriental scholar, who it is ex-
pected will throw much light—from Eastern
sources—on the vexed questions connected with
the crigin and antiquities of the game; A new
“ Grammar of the Chinese Language in English,”
by M. Leon de Rasney; nxd a work on Ameri-
esn Antiquities, ' Antiquarian and Hthnological Re-
searches in Now-Granads, Equador, Peru and Chili,”

by Wm. Bollaert, erq., the latter to be published by
Meesrs, T-ubner & Co,

—Admirers of Swedenborg will learn with pleasure
that Mr, Eliba Rich, s gentleman known for his re-
pearches in mystical lore, and anthor of & book on
“The Ocenlt Sciences,” has just completed o classified
analysis, and arrangement in the order of instraction,
of the great work of the Swedish Seer, the Arcana
Celestia. It will form two bulky volames of 1,400
closely printed pages, and has been executed e a labor
of love in moments snatched from pressing daily avoca-
cations.

~Mesers. Derby and Jackson announos among other
novelties, a volume from the French philosopher Des-
cartes, with an editorial p-olegomena; the editor's
nsme is not mentioned, bat may be guesssd at—Mr. 0.
W. Wight, the translator of Cousin, and mathor of &
“ Cyelopwdia of Philosophy," destined to see the light
“ on the coming of that milder day,” when political
agitation hus quisted down—and atranslation of Alfred
de Maury's Work, La Terre et L'Homme—a title
similar to that of Professor Guyot's popular book, but
tuking & wider range over linguistic and ethuological
sclence, and execated with the peculiar neatness and
vlegance which chursoterises French scientific rérumés.

~The Bpring book trade esles have passed overat

Pluladelphis und New-York, with little excitement o

b -3 Bl ¢ Loy s dmy B sy

m “ lm
of the South and West, buyers from Canada aad the
British Provinces, &c. The largest single line of the
New York sale (sud which, indeed, issaid to be the
highest ever known) waa 10,000 volames of Mrs
Carclive Lee Hentz's novels, purchased in one lot, st
48 cents per volame, by Mr. G. G. Evana, the pionser
gift bookseHer of Philadelphia. At both sales stereo-
type plates proved to be a drug, and the larger portion
of thoes offered was withdrawn unsold.

—Prof. Owens's long-expected work on fossil
remaios, ‘' Paleontology; or, A Bystematic Summary
of Extinet Avimals, and their Geological Relations,”
has been published by Meesrs. Black of Edinburgh.
Lsa manual of the existing state of knowledge, it is
pronounced invaluable by scientific men, thongh it
studionsly avoids an opinion on the theorstical ques-
tions mow provoking diseussion. Prof. Owen is still
engaged on & work of magnitude, an edition. and
notes of * The Posthumous Papers of John Hanter, on
Nutural History, Physiology, Generation, Psychology,
Paleontology, and Comparative Apatomy,'’ embraciog,
it is to be hoped, all that wus left of that great man's
Iabors, after the dastardly destruction by Bir Everard
Home of his papers, that he might shine in their bor-
rowed plumes,

~—To an elegant edition of Lord Macaulay's ** Biog-
raphies, oontributed to the Encyelopedia Britannica,”
Mr, Adam Black, his sncceesor in Parliasment, oentrib-
utes an interesting introdnetion, comprising notes of his
connection with Edinburgh and original extracts from
his speeches and letters.

—The * Life and Times of George Villiers, Duke
of Buckingbam,” from original and sutheatic sources,
is publishirg by Meesrs. Hurst and Blackett, from the
pen of Mra. Thomson, & lady whose eontributions to
English Literture as the ** Lives of the Jacobites;"
“ Sir Walter Raleigh;" * The Dachess of Marlbor-
ough,” &e. , were formerly more frequent than of late.
Avy pew material toward & correct judgment of the
man whom Dryden deseribes as * not one, but Nature's
whole epitome,” will be a literary treasure,

—That never-ending theme of discusaion—the anthor-
ship of “ Junine''—will roceive & revival from the
forthcoming * Life of 8ir Philip Francis,” annoanesd
“by Mr. Parker. It will include much eurious corres-
ponderce of Sir Philip's and of his Father, the Doctor,
whoee translation of ** Horace” was more famons in
the last century than at present, and caanot fail in
some way or other to throw light on the question
lately stirred to & fresh excitement by the tantalizing
half cisclosnres 1evenled to Mr, Bohn,

—The fourth number of the ** Cornhill Magazine”
will appear distinguished above its fellows Ly aa illus-
tratlon by Sir Edwin Landseer, It will also contain 3
posthumens fragment by the author of * Jane Eyre,”
and an article by Albert Smith. The circalation at-
tained in the United Btates by this Magnzine—in spite
of difficulties and delays—is eo_ great that there
js & plan now seriously entertained by an enter-
prising bookeeller of reprinting each number bodily,
sud ixeuing here the next day after the urrival of the
Evglish copies.

—Mr. Bontley, in bringing ont simultaneously in
England a cheap (3s ) and » library edition (7a. 6d.) of
Misa Warner's naw story, ' Bay and Seal,” sunonnces
thet the circolation of the *‘Wide, Wide World"”
resched half s million.

—Two pames, new to literature, are announced as
authors of u happily entitled book, ' The Queens of
Society,” Grace and Philip Wharton—whether brother
and sistar, or husband and wife, is yet nnrevealed. The
work will contain Memoirs of Lady Wortly Mountagne,
the famous Duchess of Devonshire, Made. de Stael,
Lady Caroline Lawmb, Lady Morgan, and other fominine
celebrities, to whom the title is appropriate. 1t forme
two eleguntly illnstrated volumes, and will unquestion-
ably command the epeedy sttention of our reprinters,
—** The Sea snd its Liviog Wonders,” & beautifally
illastrated volume, travslated from the German of Dr.
Hortwig, in snpounced by Mesers, Longman, nnder
the editorsbip of Mr. Nosl Humphrey, the populsr
writer on Aquasis and Marine Zoology.

AEMY AND NAVY INTELLIGENCE.
——

The latest advices from Lieut. Mollan's wagon-road
expedition state that it was in winter quarters. The
road is completed about 300 miles from Fort Walla-
Walls, sud is to be finished to Fort Dento by ext
Full, The men were all living in tents, the weather
being very cold and disagreeabls, with plenty of snow
on the ground. The commanding officer of the De-
partment of the West has been ivstracted to canse &
detachment of mounted troops to be detailed for servies
with the expedition engaged in exploring the bead
waters of the Yellow Stone und Misouri Rivers. The
detack ment of troops under the commund of Capt.
Barton, st Harper's Farry, has been ordered to Fort
Columbus, A detachment of recruits left Jefforson
Barracks on the 22d of March, en roate for Fort Riley,
Kunsus. Brig..Gen. A. 8. Johnston gave np the com-
mued of Utab to Col. 8mith of the 11th Infantry on
the 2Mh of February, Maj Francis N. Page, Adju-
tapt Geveral of the U. 5. Army, died at Fort Smith,
Arkavess, ¢n the 25th of Murch.

A destructive fire broke oat on the moraing of the
Z7th of March, destroying one of the finsst buildings
fn the Pensncols Nuvy-Yurd. The fire was cansed by
& burning wad from the morning gun. The loss is
estimated st about $100,000, There are about 300 mea
employed iu the Peveacoln Navy-Yard at present, and
there sre over 100 marines in the barmcks, The
United BStates veseels now lying ai the Yard are as
fullowe: Steamers, Beminole, Crusader and Watch
Witch, fiting out for sea. The Fulton, recently
wrecked off Sauta Rosas Island, has been docked, and
will be rebailt st that place. The Wyandotte, Walker,
and Vixen lie ont in the stream; the latter is surveying
the Harbor of Peneacola. The Upited States steam
fiigate Kouncke, Flag Ofticer McClung, Commanding
the Home Squadron; the United Btates ship Sabine,
and store-ship Relief, were at Aspiuwall on the 23d of
March,

Nancotie Injecrioss 18 NevnaLGia,— The Medi-
cal Times and Gazetle, referring to cases of nsuralgia
in whieh the localirestment by narcotic injection into the
parts was employed, enumerates asfollows whatappears
to be the advantages of that method: That much less
constitutiopal—nervous—irrritation attends the local
introdnetion of the narcotic than when it is given by
the stomach; that the effect of the narcotic is more im-
mediately produced; that the action of the narcotio ap-
pear more sure wheninjocted—the exact amount taken
into cfrenlution can be more readily seen, and the risk
of contamination or alteration which it ls exposed to,
given by the stomach, is avoided; and it appears to ex-
ert more benefit on the local affection when it has to be
abeorbed from the part affected itself, probably from
belng bronght more directly into contact with the
nerves involved in the disease. On the other hand
there are the disad These are chiefly—the
pain occasioned by the ltroduction of the fine canula)
the, chance of the fluid escaping from the wound or
puncture; and the production of local inflammation,
effusion of blood, abscess.

Finst ARRivar oF Doars at 8r. Pave.—A Min-

newoln PAPEr BaYys:
“mamkumlndn&. Panl yesterday

afternoon (23(h). She worked ber
Eabe Popin st s foot fick. — This 1a” e sactlon st

rival on &x that of 1858, when the Groy
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ON RIFLED CANNON....L! | |
e sl

The first attempts at incressing the range and
of ordnanoe by rifling the bore, and there-

by giving the shot a rotation vertical to the line of
date from the 17th century. There isa

small rified gun at Munioh, manufscturedin Nurem-
berg in 1604; it has eightgrooves and a bore of about
two inohes diameter. During the whole of the 15th
eentury, ts were made, both in Germany
sud in England, with rifled cannon, some of them
breech-loading. Though the calibers were small,
the results obtained were very satiefactory; the
English two-pounders in 1776, at a range of 1,300
yatds, gave a lateral deflection of two feet only—a
degree of precision which no other gun at the time
was capable of approaching. In the same year,
these rified cannon were for the first time used for

projecting eblong shot.

Theee experiments, however, remained for a long
while without any practical results. The current of
military opinion at that tiwe altogether went
against rified arms, The rifle ilsell was then a
very clumsy instrument, its loading was & slow and
tedious operation, requiring considerable skill It
was & weapon unfit for general warfare af a period
when rapid firing, whether of deployedlines, of heads
of columns, or of skirmishers, was one of the chief
desiderata in battle, Napoleon would have no rifles
in his army; in England and Germany, a few battal-
ions only were equipped with them; in America and
Switzerland alone, the rifle remained the national
weapon.

The Algerian war way the ocension to bring the
rifle again into eredit, and to cause improvements
in its construction whieh were but the beginning
of that coloseal revolution In the whole system of
firearms which is even now fae from its coaclusion.
The smeotb-bore muskets of the French were no
mateh for the long espingardas of the Arabs; their
greater length and batter materisl, which a {mitted
of & heavier charge, enabled the Kabyles and Be-
douins to fire on the Fiench at distances where the
regulation musket was utterly powerless. The
Duke of Orleans, having seen and admired the
Prussian and Austrian chasseurs, organized the
the French ehasseurs on their model, who soon, for
armament, equipment, and tactics, became the first
troops of their class in the world. The rifls with
which they wera armed was far wsuperlor to
the old rifle, and it soon underwent further changes,
resulting, finally, in the general introduction of
sifled muskets in the whele of the infantry of Ea-
rope.

The range of infantry fire having thus been in-
ereased from 300 to #00, and even 1,000 yards, the
question arose whether field artillery, which hitherto
bad commarnded all distances from 300 up to 1,500
yards, would still be able to hold its own againat
the new small-arms. The fact was, that the great-
est efficacy of common field-guns lay just within
that range which was now disputed to it by the
rifle; canister wan scarcely effective bayond 600 or
700 yards; round shot gave no very satisfactory re-
sults, with the »ix or nine pounder, beyond 1,000
yards; and shrapnell (spherieal caseshot), to be
very formidsble, required a coolnsas and 8 correct
eatimation of distances which are not always to be
found on the field of battle, when the enemy s ad-
vancing; whilo the shell-practies of the old bowitzers
sgainst troops was anything but satisfactory.  The
armies which had the pine-pounder gun for their
smallest cal'ber, such oa the English, were still the
best off; the French eight-pounder, and, still more,
the German six-pounder, beenme almost useless,
To obviate this, the French introduced, about the
beginning of the Crimean war, Louis Napoleon's so-
called invention, the light twelve-pounder, canon
obusier, from which solid shot, with a charge of
one-fourth instead of one-third ita weight, as wellas
shell, waa to be fired. This gon was s mere plagi-
arism upon the English light twelve-pounder, which
had already been again abandoned by the Eaglish;
the system of firing shells from long guns had been
long in practiee in Germany; so that there waa
nothing at all new in this pretended imgrovement.
Still, the arming of the whole French artillery with
12-pounders, even of & diminished range, would
bave given it & desided superiority over the old 6
and B-pounders; and to counteract this, the Prus-
sisn Government, in 1850, resolved upen giving
heavy 12-pounders to all ite foot batteries. This
was the last move in the eause of the smooth-bore
gup; it shewed that the whole subjeet was ex-
lausted, ard the defenders of the smooth-bore
driven ad absurdum, ‘There could, indeed, not be
snything more abaurd than to arm the whole artil-
lery of an army with those lumbering, stick-in-the-
mud Prussian 12-pounders, and that at a time when
mobility and rapidity of maneuvering is the greatest
desideratum of all.  The French light 12-pounder
haviog a relative superiority suly to other artillery,
snd nooe at all s regarded the new small arme,
and the Prussian heavy 12-pounder being a palpable
sbeurdity, there remained nothing but either to
drop field srtillery altogether, or to adopt rifled
cAnBON,

I the mean time, experiments with rifled cannon
bad continually been earried on in various coun-
tries, In Germany, the Bavarian Lieut.-Col. Reich-
enbach experimented with a small rifled gun
and eylindro conodial shot, as early as 1816, The
results were very satiafactory as to range and pre-
cinion, but the difficulties of loading and extraneous
obataclea prevented the subject from being followed
up. In 1846, the Piedmontese Major Cavalli con-
structed a breech-loading rifled gun which attracted
considerable nttention. His firet gun was a thirty-
pounder, charged with a cylindre-conoidal hollow
shot weighing 64 pounds, and 5’ pounds powder;
ot 14] degrees elevation he obtained a range (of
first gauge) of 3,050 metres or 3,400 yards. His
experiments (continued up to the latest period,
partly in Bweden, pastly in Piedmoot) had the im-
portant result of leading to the discovery of the
regular lateral deflection of all ahot fired from rifled
ordnance, which is caused by the pitch of the
grooves, and which is always in the direction to
which the groovesturn; this once being ascertained,
its correction by what incalled alateral or horizontal
tangent-scale, was also invented by Cavalli. The
results of his experiments were highly satisfactory.
At Turin, in 1854, his thirty-pounder, with 8-pound
charges, 64-pound shot, gave the following results:

Lateral e

Rauge. lar mb"'-.

10° 2,806 metres 2. 81 metrea
15 3,785 metres 3.21 matres
€° . 4,511 metres 3.72 motres
%Y 5,103 motres 4.77 metrea

giving a range, at 25 degrees, of above three wmiles,
with a Jateral deflection from the line of aim (sa
correeted by the horizontal tangent scale) of lsss
than 16 feet! The largest French field howitzer,
at a rapge of 2,400 metres, equal to 2,050 yards,
gave Iateral defloctions averagiug 47 metres, or 155
feet; ten times s large s those of the rifled gan at
twice the range.

Another syatem of rifled ordnance which created

attention, a little aﬂe_r Cavalli's first experimonta, |

was fhakof the Sweaish Baron Wahrendordl. 1lis | seme of the rioh mines of Peru and Mezios, those

gun waa also breech-loading, and his shot eylind:o- will be justified in their purchases.

conoidal. The difference, however, in the shob
was this: while Cavalli's shot was of hard mefal,
and had wings to fit in the grooves, WahrendorT's
shot was covered with a thin lsyer of lead, end
slightly Iarger in diameter than the bore of the rified
portion of the gun. After being introduced into the
chamber, which was large enough to receive it, the
shot was propelled by the explosion into the rifled
bore, and the lead being pressed into the grooves
effectually, did away with all windage, and pre-
vented the escape of any portion of the gases formed
by the explosion. The results obtained with these
guos in Sweden and elsewhere were quito satisfac-

tory, and if Cavalli's guns were introduced into the

armament of Genos, those of Wahrendorfl figure
in the casemates of Wegholm in Sweden, Ports-
mouth in England, and in some Prussian fortresses.

Thus, the introduction of rifled ordnanes into prae- |

tical use had begun, although only for fortresses.
There remained only the one step to introduce
them into field artillery, and this haas been done in
France and is now being done in all Europesn ar-
tilleries. 'The various systems on which the rifling
of field ordnance is now, or may be, profitably car-
ried o, will form the subject of a second paper.
B ——————— ]

THE WASHOE SILVER MINES.
s

The discovery of rich Bilver Mines in the ex-
treme western portion of Utah, within two hundred
miles of Sacramento, is attracting much attention
on the western side of the continent, and is leoked
to with no little interest by multitudes in this por-
tion of the country. The gold mines of California,
wonderfully productive as they have proved, have
always been regarded by many as uncertain sources
of permanent preperty; and a serious want has
been felt in that region of natural industrial re-
sourees, that should sustain the commercial proper-
ty of the State, when its gold mines, after the usual
manner of all other gold mines, had become com-
paratively unimportant. It has alee been a serious
want of the Californians to providesome medium to
secure direct trade with their opposite neighbors of
China and the East Indies, whose teas, silke, spices,
&e., now largely imported into San Franciseo, are
paid for at serious cost for exchange with the
‘white money” bought up in England with the
gold sent eastward from California. Both these
wants promise to be supplied by the discovery of
the Washoe Silver Mines; and a new and powerful
impetus to immigration ia already experienced theze,
the effect of which will be to fill with an industrious
population this heretofore wild portion of Utah
Territory; and, the locality being on one of the es-
tablished routes between San Francisco and Mis-
souri, new facilities of intercourse will thus be af-
forded between the eastern and western portions of
the continent. Te California aad the Enstern
States, these discoveries are therefors of much
greater importance than if they had been made
in territory upon the Qila, the outlet of which would
be the Gulf of Californis, or in regions far to the
north, the products of which would seck the sea by
the river.

The new silver mines are on the eastern slopes of
the Bierra Nevada, the *‘ snowy range,” which fol-
lows the line of the western const, ae the Apals-
chian chain does that of the eastern, its crest-line
passing within about 190 miles of SBaeramento, and
in its lowest passes attaining an elevation of over
7,000 feet above the level of the ses, or nearly four
times the general hight of the Alleghanies. From
Sacramento, which is reached by steamer from San
Franciseo, one passes by railroad up the valley of
the American River to Folsom; theace west by
stage te Placerville, which is 1,755 feet above the
sen-level, and there, taking horses or mules, begins
the ascent of the mountains by the road through
Johnson's Pass, which is the route followed by the
emigrants. The summit being passed, the road fol-
lows the course of Camon River, a stream which,
flowing down the eastern side of the mountains,
trends northward for about 50 miles, and then,
turning toward the east, lows as mueh further in
this direction, till it is lost in Carson Lake. This
is one of the numerous lakes, without outlets,
ranged alopg the eastern side of the mountains,
which scrve as the resarvoirs for eontaining the
drainage of this portion of the country, and return-
ing it by evaperation to the surface of the hills.
Along the walley of Carson River, in its northern
course, are numerouws mining campa and diggings,
at which gold has been obiained to some extent;
and where the river bends toward the east are
fuund the veins which have preved so productive in
silver, These lic along the eastern side of one of
tbe spure of the main range, to which spur the
name of Silver Range has been applied. Here are
slready commenced a group of villages, thers
derignated cities, and known as Carson City, Vir-
gin City, Silver City, Jobnstown, &e. Geooais
& eeitlement further up the valley, and near the
foot of the mountain paes. It is fourteen miles
from Carsou City, and this is seventeen miles from
Virginia City. Between the two last named places,
s stage now regularly runs for conveying passen-
gers, 'This is certainly extraordinary progress for
localities which, when last uncovered of snow, pos-
sessed little intereat beyond the other wild territory
around. Beside the discoveries at this poin, silver,
commouly associated with lead ores, and gold, also,
is found at numerous points along the range of the
eastern slopes, from Honey Lake on the north-west
to Mono Lake on the south-east, points about 200
miles apart. The precious metals have also been
found 150 miles east of Carson City, and it is said
that the indications are favorable that a large por-
tion of the territory thus included ia likely to prove
auriferous and argentiferous. The gold met with is
reported to contain so much silver that it is valued
at only about §9 per ounce, or less than two-thirde
the worth of the gold found on the other side of the
Bierra Nevada. If the reports brought from the
mines are correct, there would appear to be native
alloys of silver and gold in which the silver ia the
prevailing metal.

The accounts, however, as to the character of the
melallic products are as yet quite vague, so that one
can gather from them little more than the general
statement of silver being procured in such abund-
ance as bo give immense value to o fow feelin
length along the line of the veins, and to justify ex-
pectations of extraordinary additions during the
year to the silver product of the world. Though no
correct deacription of the veins or of their producte
is to be found among the numerous published state.
ments which have appeared in the journals received
from Ban Francisco, we infer thet the chief oros
are, ke many of the Mexican silver orw, highly
argentiferous galenas, the working of which will in-
volve more skill and knowledge of metallurgy than
ean immediately be brought to bear to produce the
extraordinary results anticipated. The native sil-
ver anociated with these may poseibly be fousd in
sowe poivts upon the lines to yield large and profit-
able returns ot an early day; sod if found, as In

procees, and ususily the first step in Iaying out work

for underground mining. These adits must be com-
aod shafts must be sunk fo com-

pect with them

of the most preductive Lake Buperior mines indi-
cates how slow and expensive is this operstion of
*opening & mive.,” And when at Isst the ores are
raised in quantity to the surface, what are the fasili-
ties in Utah for their redaction? Rich ores, it ia

i

ceptions, specimens only, while the main depend-
ence of the mine is upon the poorer class of ores.
We are not, however, disposed to compare these
with the silver mines of the Harz and Bohemia,
which for centuries have grudgingly yielded their
poor returns to the patient toil of the German miner
and the skillful, saving devices of his brother smalter;
but are willing to anticipate results more in accord.
ance with the fast ways of American enterpriss,
and not to disregard the enormous returns of silver
that bave occasionally rewarded the labor of the
miner of Potosi and Guanaxuato.

The Washoe region is a great field for mining ea-
terprise, the capacity and importance of which in
not likely to be developed in one year, nor, if any-
where else than within reach of California, hardly
in the present century. Beside silver, gold and
lead, copper also is met with, and other metals will
surely be found witt them, as oeeurs in all other
metaliferous regions of this character. It is rea-
sonable to expeet the occurrenee of eobalf, nickel,
zive, platinum, and if tin were suywhere worked
between the Aretic regions and the Caribbsan Ses,
of this metal also, of which we are singularly defi-
eient in North Ameriea, south of Greenland. Thus
are here found, more than anywhere else in the
United States, the elements for the foundation of
permanent mining establishments, upon a scale
commensurate with those of CornwaH and of Ekate-
rinenburg, which have resulted from the slow
growth of centuries. As to H#he espacity of
the country for supporting s large population,
some doubta may be entertained, From November
to April the ground is covered with snew; the cold
of the Winter ia intense, but the climate is said te
be healthy, and the weather in SBummer never
disagreeably hot. Throughout the valleys are fine
ranges for eattle, and excellent grazing lande are
found on the untimbered slopes of the mountains,
and in some of the valleys between them. The soll
of much of Carsen Valley is ferlile and facile,
but there is little or no rain here in Summer, snd
irrigation is found indispensable. In the upper
portion of the valley, this is very easily secured;
the foot hills of the Sierra surrounding that portion
in & semi-circle, and sending down innumerable
mm.lpulliubmh,whidmwm
below the average surface of the greund they
traverse, and are readily turned aside and made to
subserve the needs of tho farmer. Lower down,
when these streams bave been blended iato Carson
River, largs tracts of perfectly level, fertile plaim
adjoin it, covered only by the desert shrubs known
as Segebrush and Greasewood, and needing bat
irrigation and eulture te render them abundeatly
productive. We noticed in passing two separate
places where suflicient dnms (for which timber may
easily be floated down from the mountains during
the Spring freshets) may be built at 2 moderate
cost, where each will irrigate and render fruitful
at least & hundred square miles of what would
thus be rendered a garden, where vegetabies
wosld ecommand apy price that a maa's
conscience would allow him to ask for them,
Lands for farming purposes have been faken up
everywhere near the mines, and {heir sgriculbural
eapacity will be well tried the spproaching Summer.
At Carson City, which promises to be the central
point in importanee of the region, it is said that
“‘ water from mountain springs and from artesisa
‘““wells, and wood in sbundanee, can be had,
““gufficient for the wants of a large population.”
The country is occupied without law, sod ite
loeation should bring it under the Mormen juris-
diction, to which probably the occupaunts would
not submit. An application is to be made to
Congress the present session to set it off as &
distinet Territory, called Nevada. Inibs present
condition, it holds out me inducements to the
prudent and cantious to migrate toit. For a time,
it will be overrun by reckless adventurers, and thea
hardy pieneers will settle wpon its lands aad prepare
them for the permanent mining enterprises which
will suceeed the dashing eperations of the origiosl
ocoupants.

——
MOTHERS A8 T0 THEIR
CHILDREN.,

——

We said, when cemmending the bill which has
recently passed our Legislature for the protection of
married women in their earnings and means of live-
lihood, that it Iacked but one thing to make it pes
feet, and that was & provision securing Mothers
in their right to their Children, so that they
could not be divested of them by a will of a
deceased fathes. The following bill, submitted te
the Benate by Mr. Colvin of Albany, seems to eover
this ground sdmirably, and we trust it is destised to

RIGHTS OF
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